His Childhood and Youth
Avondale in the spring of 1871, it was for the purpose of
preparing his home for his bride*
Hardly had he arrived at Avondale when he received a
letter from the lady, announcing in terse terms that she and
her parents were returning to their home at Newport, Rhode
Island. She did not refer to her engagement, nor did she
express any regret at her departure without seeing him again*
Parnell, naturally, was dumbfounded by this singular missive*
He hurried to Paris, only to discover that Miss Woods had
already sailed for the United States* He determined to
follow her, and on his arrival in America immediately went to
Newport to see her* This odd young woman received him
with affection, and allowed him to believe that the engage-
ment still existed, but in the end she capriciously announced
that she could not marry him because he was " only an Irish
gentleman/* without any distinction or public name* The
lady was romantic, and demanded some celebrity with-her
husband* Parnell, it seemed, had nothing but his gentility
to offer her, and that, though highly esteemed in Ireland,
cut no ice in America* His efforts to change her decision
were desperate, and at last he left Newport and journeyed to
Alabama, where his brother John was growing cotton and
peaches*
His misery was acute, and he sought distraction from it in
visiting mines and mills, where he hoped to gain knowledge
and experience by which he could profit at home; and in time
his pain subsided, though it had effects upon him which were
to last for the rest of his life* Mr* John Parnell asserts that his
decision to enter Irish politics was due to his desire to occupy
his thoughts with other matters than his rejection by Miss
Woods* This is not improbable* He was excessively
proud, and Miss Woods had wounded his pride* She had
jilted him because he was only an Irish estate-owner, and had
filled him with mortification by her announcement that this
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